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general spiritual heritage of the world, and that you
have to consider any special case in relation to those
general principles. So that in thinking of the Masters
in relation to our own Society, we must bear in mind
how very wide are their relations to all great spiritual
movements, to all religions, and that all who are spoken
of in the different faiths as Founder or Founders
of a particular religion would fall under the name,
Master.

Now I was hesitating a moment in completing that
sentence, because one almost has to explain that in
thus using the word one is including in it a little more
than is included under the term in the special significance
with which we are going to use it now; for in the case
of the religions of the Hindus, the religion of the
Buddhists, and the religion of the Christians, when we
speak of the Founder of each of these religions, we are
speaking of great personages who, in the Occult
Hierarchy, are higher than those whom we call Masters:
in the case of Hinduism, the Manu, who is the Lord
really of the whole of the Fifth Root Race ; in the case
of Buddhism, the Buddha, who is a teacher of all gods
and men before He takes up His place as the illuminated,
the supreme Buddha. And in the case of the Christian
Religion also, there is something peculiar in the life of
the Founder. You have there, in the first place, a being
whom we call by the name Jesus, in himself a disciple, but
living in the world at that time under exceedingly strange
and peculiar conditions. Some of you may have read
with some amount of care that section of the third volume
of The Secret Doctrine which is called " The Mystery of